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Springs gushing from the Hagerman Valley’s canyon walls have fascinated residents and visitors for
generations. That aquifer discharge — both lovely and economically vital — is the key to the Hagerman
area’s character. It’s a land of fish, fruit stands, and famous fossils, a paradise for recreation and a
dynamic classroom for archaeology and geology. The Thousand Springs Scenic Byway on U.S.
Highway 30 — perhaps southern Idaho’s most beautiful motor route — delivers drivers right to many
of the unique attractions along this stretch of Snake River. To call the Snake your own, just cast a line
in these waters, picnic by their shores, photograph their crashing rapids, launch a raft, or step into a

hot-as-you-can-take-it geothermal pool.

The traveler in a hurry could taste memorable
splendor by simply driving the scenic byway. But
you won't regret taking time to delve into the
wonders along the way, whether your preference
leans to fish hatcheries, fine cuisine, locally crafted
pottery, or, of course, nature’s finery.

The Earl M. Hardy Box Canyon Springs preserve,
for instance, is home to three endangered snails, to
the Shoshone sculpin - a rare fish found only in
Idaho - and to the United States’ 11th largest spring.
It’s one of the West’s most pristine areas, with
undisturbed examples of riparian alkaline and
upland plant communities. Farther north, Billingsley
Creek State Park provides habitat for many bird
species, including tundra swans and other migra-
tory waterfowl. A mile-long road on the former farm
is open to walkers, bicycles and horses, and you’ll
enjoy an exclusively spring-fed creek. The Hager-
man Wildlife management Area provides excellent
trout fishing. Ambitious anglers there can try for
feisty sturgeon, too, though they must be released
immediately. And the Nature Conservancy’s Thou-
sand Springs Preserve — hundreds of acres along the
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Snake River —is a prime spot for nature walks and
observing spring-water drama.

In and around the town of Hagerman, you’ll find
accommodations with character — whether you prefer
bed and breakfast, a pleasant RV village, or the
creek-side cabins of Billingsley Creek Lodge. Outfit-
ters offer river tours, including some with gourmet
meals served on the water. Watch for the town’s old
rock buildings, too, including one that houses a
modern bank.

A must-see stop in Hagerman is the visitor center of
the Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument. The
center offers fossil exhibits, a slide show, guides to
the site’s scenic trails, and lessons on the remarkable
events that embedded some of North America’s
oldest fossils in the southern Idaho soil — most
famously, the Hagerman Horse. That may whet your
appetite for a venture into the fossil beds and their
excavation sites, best experienced through the
national monument’s educational tours. If you go,
arm yourself with sturdy shoes, a hat, sunscreen, and
plenty of water.

One of the state-protected attractions of the Thousand Springs area takes a little
more effort to reach. But the reward is well worth the trip. Niagara Springs and its
nearby companion, Crystal Springs, are accessed from Interstate 84 on the north
side of the Snake River. At Niagara, a national landmark, 250 cubic feet of water
per second gushes from basalt walls. It’s a sight you’ll talk about back home. At
Crystal Springs, a five-acre lake draws anglers year-round. Only non-motorized

boats are allowed, so you’'ll find it a peaceful retreat.

For travel information: 1-800-255-8946 « www.Vvisitsouthidaho.com

Twin Falls Chamber: 1-866-894-6325 « www.twinfallschamber.com
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